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MR, OLAN REEVES: | think we will go
ahead and get started. M nanme is Butch
Reeves, | amfromthe CGovernor's office.
This is Larry Crane, Assistant Attorney
CGeneral , representing Mark Pryor. And
this is TimHunphries, representing Sharon
Priest's office.

These three peopl e nake up the Board
of Apportionnent, the Governor, the
Secretary of State, and the Attorney
CGeneral. They will be the ones deciding
and voting on and draw ng up the plan
that will set the House and Senate
districts. The Constitution gave
t hem t hat power.

We are sone of the staffers who will
be working on that plan. Qur job here
today, the reason we are here, is to get

conment s about the current plans, what you

want changed, what you would like to see
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happen in the new plan, understandi ng
there are a lot of things that go into
this besides just nunbers. There are a

| ot of other things, based on case |aw
and what the Supreme Court has said, and
what the United States Congress has said,
and the Voting Rights Act, that we have
to | ook at.

And just to kind of lay a little
groundwor k before we ask for questions,
just recently, we have found out from
the US Census Bureau, the actual numnber
of people they have counted in the State
of Arkansas is 2,673,400. In that '99
guesstinate, they had said about two and
a half mllion, but it is nore than that.
What that nmeans is, each House district
wi || have about 26, 700 people, in each
House district. Each Senate district wll
have 76,382. That is just roughly based
on dividing that number by 35.

So, what that neans is, currently,
we have about 23,400 and about 72,000. So,

that means, if your growh was enough to
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make the district fill out to 26, 700,

there may not be much changes in your House
district. Then, again, there m ght be a
lot. It depends, in that we were | ooking

at the counties, just based on this percent
of change, as they guesstimated, nbst of the
counti es up here gai ned, except for Searcy
County, and they actually had a loss. The
ot hers, significant gains, sonme even higher
than the state percentage.

So, what that neans is, when we redo
the lines, it could make a difference on
your district may actually have to shrink.
The two districts -- there is three House
district, | notice, that cover this county.
If the nunbers are big enough that you have
to decrease the nunbers to make 26, 700 or
make 76, 300.

One thing I do need to point out, too.
One of the things that the courts have said
we need to ook at is preserving the core
of existing districts and communities of
interest. We will take these maps, these
are the '91 nmaps, and redraw these |ines.

W will not erase these off and start from
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scratch. That is just so difficult, and
t he Suprene Court has said, case |aw has
said, we should try to preserve core of
existing districts, if we can. So, the
l[ines will nove based on what is here,
based on the nunbers we get.

We are using a computer program
| amsorry. This is our website.
(I'ndicating.) W have a website in Little
Rock at the redistricting office, which is
actually located across fromthe Capitol in
t he AEGON Building. You can |log on here.
There is a whol e bunch of information in
it, a bunch of links to the Census Bureau,
to the National Conference of State
Legislators, there is a whole bunch of
links to different things on there, to
gi ve you sone pretty good information.

And you can put coments on there

that the Board will see. |f you want to
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gi ve us a nessage, you can |log on there and
post your nessage on there, as well. And
just all kinds of different information.
The current maps are on there, and if you

have the right kind of -- | think it is an

Acrobat Reader that you have to have to

| oad these -- download the current maps.
You can actually downl oad the current nmaps
and print themout if you need to for

what ever reason.

Once we redraw and have draft proposa
prepared by the staff with input fromthe
Board, they will be posted on this website,
as well, so that you can | ook at those, so
t hat when we come back next sunmer, the nmaps
will already be on there, and you can | ook
at them before we get here. You won't have
to wait until we get here and have naps |ike
this, and everybody stands around the map to

look at it. It will actually already be
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done.

This is just kind of our tinme frame
for when we think this will be done, we
think. W have been told any tine the nonth
of March we will get the nunbers fromthe
Census Bureau, at |east before April 1st,
is what we have been told. Once we get
that data, we would load it into this
conputer system It takes -- | don't know

how long it takes, several days. And then,

we will start working on the plan through
April.

By Menorial Day, we hope to have the
draft plan ready, posted on the website.
Before then, we will have the schedul e of
the tines we are going to cone back to your
conmunity to present the draft plan. And
then, we will conme back, and that is when
the real comrents we will get. "W don't

want to be lunped with this place, we want
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to be over here," or whatever you want to
say. That is what that is for

Then, by August, we hope to have the
Board voting, after they have heard all of
t he coments, nake changes and vote on a
plan. So that, roughly by Labor Day we
have a pretty good idea of what is going
to happen. To give everybody a year from
the date they have to be living in a
district to run. That is the real reason
we are doing this. And that is just a
sel f-inposed tine frame on us. It is not
set by law, it is not in the Constitution
So, that is kind of our -- we are hoping

we have it done by then.

Yeah. This is if you want to put
public coments, you just [og on and put
your name and address, and then put your
conmments down here. (Indicating.) And

we can read them and share themw th the
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Board. And you can al so see other comments
ot her peopl e have made, too. It is not a
true chat line, it is just a posting of the
comment s.

MR, OLAN REEVES: |Is it beeping?

(I'ndi cating.)

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: Yes. | think it
goes right there. There you go, ny battery
is about to run out.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay.

MR LARRY CRANE: Vehicl es of nodern
sci ence.

MR, OLAN REEVES: | guess -- is there
anything el se we need to tal k about that you
all can think of?

MR. LARRY CRANE: The links fromthe
websi te.

MR, TIM HUWPHRI ES:  Yeah.

MR. LARRY CRANE: If we can get to it.

MR, OLAN REEVES: Here we go. You can
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t hey have a very good position paper, | wll
call it, on this whole process, around the
country, and Arkansas is included. It has

about a nine or ten page sumuary of what
this process does and how you do it, it is
very good.

This link and these two |inks give
ot her information not as technical as the
NCSL. (Indicating.) The League of W nen
Voters has a pretty good website on the
redistricting process, as well. As wel
as the Census Bureau website, which is
where a lot of the information will be.

When things come up, we will post
themon there. |If court cases conme down,
if there is any kind of ruling from
Congress or anything el se about adjusted
or unadjusted nunbers, any of that kind
of stuff, we will post it on there, so
you can log on and actually see what is
goi ng on as the process works.

| think you could probably downl oad,
if you have the right kind of equipnent

to downl oad these maps and ki nd of give
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about what you think the nmaps ought to
ook Iike. This is actually what one
of them |l ooks like. There you go.
(I'ndi cating.)

MR. LARRY CRANE: \What am | doi ng?
Ckay.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Ckay. Hit
auto. Bound 4.0, hit that one.

MR, LARRY CRANE: Ckay.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes, there you go.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Now, see the blue
one, hit the -- open that one up.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Now, you need to
hit "Yes".

MR, LARRY CRANE: Yes?

MR, TIM HUWMPHRI ES: Yes. Ckay. Cet
out of that, and now you want to just try
a new one.

MR. LARRY CRANE: (Open plan?

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: No, oops. Ckay,

yeah.
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MR. OLAN REEVES: There we go.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES:  That

isit.

MR. OLAN REEVES: This is actually what

the current map | ooks |ike.

You can see 23, 29, 39, and 41.

(I'ndi cating.)

W can

zero these in, and we can actually see

streets, street names, creeks,

county I|ines.

Do we have the city limt lines on there,

Ti n®?

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES:  Yeah.

Vel l,

actually, the precinct boundaries will be --

MR. OLAN REEVES: The precinct

boundari es.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: -- the city limt

| i nes.

MR. OLAN REEVES: This systemis based

on precincts as reported by your Clerk to

t he US Census Bureau. In '91

done on township lines. And so,

we are going to a different

nodel ,

t hey were

this tine

and we

10
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are using precinct lines, which seenms to
make nore sense.

And the information will actually --
wel |, you can get pretty close, it wll
actually tell you how many people live on
each block. It will tell you, 25 people

live on this block, and there are 20 white,

five black, or whatever, it will tell you
that. It will also tell you over 18, it
tells you a whol e bunch of information,
some of it your don't need, because of
what they are based on.

MR. GEORGE BRUER: That is on your
website?

MR. OLAN REEVES: It is on this map.

MR GECRGE BRUER: Yeah. But | nean,
we can get that on your website?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes. |If you have

the right kind of -- it is an Acrobat Reader

that will read this for you, and it wll

11
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tell you --

MR, CGEORCGE BRUER: Ckay.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Now, what you are
going to get is the current information in
the '91 plan. Wen we load in the Census
Bureau information, it will tell us what
the nunbers are now in the sane format.

MR, OLAN REEVES: Cone on in. Ckay.

| guess we can open -- if you want to ask a
guestion or nake a conment, we have a court

reporter who is taking everything down. So

that we can get your nanme for the Board to

know who you are, it would be real hel pful
if you would tell us what your nane is.
That way it won't say "Unidentified Male",
it will say your nane.

MR, ROGER SM TH. George is pretty

unidentifiable, | have to say.

MR, CGEORGE BRUER: Yeah, George Bruer.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay.

12
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MR GEORGE BRUER: And | would like
to -- the only thing | am concerned about is
that we get rid of sonme of these districts,
41, which we are in, and there is a couple
of others that [ook Iike they are sort of
gerrymandered all over the place. And
would like to the see ones that are -- |
woul d particularly like to see if Van Buren
County could be at |east naybe down to one
district, no nore than two.

MR. OLAN REEVES: GCkay. Like | say, |
think it will be easier to draw those |ines
because we are using precincts and not
townships. | think that will be hel pfu
this time, nuch better. We will know nore
i nformati on than they knew in '91 when they

were drawi ng these I|ines.

MR, GEORGE BRUER: And | know t hat
we |i ke Chaney, but as he says, he can't

go fromone part of his district to another

13
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wi t hout goi ng out of the county.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Exactly, to get
around, yes, yes.

MR, LARRY CRANE: Uh-huh. (Indicated
yes.)

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is an odd
district, because it goes around Batesville
and goes through Stone, and then cones down
to Van Buren County. It is an odd shaped
district.

MR, GEORGE BRUER: Well, | was | ooking,
and 44 isn't too nuch better, or 69 is sort
of all over the place.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right, right.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Thanks to John
M1 er gerrymandering.

MR LARRY CRANE: Yes, thanks to John
MIler

MR OLAN REEVES: Yes. Sone of that
will be taken care of by termlimts,
because whil e incunbency is something we

take into account and take into
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consideration, it is not as inportant with
termlimts, because they are constantly
turning over. And so, that is sonething
we are going to try to do the best we can
Anybody el se?

MR PH LLIP ELLIS: | amPhillip Ellis.
Does -- and you said it is not just a
nunbers deal, but does a historic district,
like if you can go back and recreate, say --
like, our House district was Van Buren and
Stone County as recently as naybe six years
ago. And it looks like it is not the
nunbers, but the nunbers would just about
justify that being all one district. It
seens |ike, or just conmon things, you know,
like a | ake area or tourismor --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Well, there is sone
criteria, and one of themis conmunities
t hat have a conmon interest, people that
have stuff in conmon. That is a little
t ougher when you have a big town in the
m ddl e of several rural counties, because
you have got to have the nunbers of 26, 700.
You - -

MR PHILLIP ELLIS: R ght.

14
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MR. OLAN REEVES: | nmean, that is the
big problemwith that. Wen you have got
a lot of rural areas between sone big --
nmedi um si zed towns, those people have to
go somewhere, and they have to go with one
of the big towns. But | understand what
you are saying about Van Buren and Conway
County. And you are with Stone County?

MR PH LLIP ELLIS: W were with Stone
County --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Van Buren and Stone
County.

MR PHILLIP ELLIS: -- for about six
years.

MR, OLAN REEVES: GCkay. We can sure
| ook at that.

MR. ROGER SM TH. Does the --

MR, PHILLIP ELLIS: Does the House and
Senate districts ever try to match up?
nmean, you know, we have gotten where we
have t hree House of Representatives in our

county. The other counties that we share
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in the House have nothing to do with who we
share with in the Senate.

MR ROGER SMTH: That is true.

MR TIMHUWMPHRIES: It just doesn't
wor k, nunbers-w se

MR, PHILLIP ELLIS: Right.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: There is 100 House
districts and --

VMR, PH LLIP ELLIS: 35 Senate.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: -- 35 Senate
districts. So, you just can't -- it just
doesn't work. It would be nice.

MR, PHILLIP ELLIS: You are right.

MR. OLAN REEVES: See, if | |ook at
this -- if I look at Stone County on these
guesstinates, it is 11,200. Van Buren is

15,600. That is fairly close --

MR PHILLIP ELLIS: Right, to making it.

MR OLAN REEVES: -- to 26,700. That

the kind of comment we want to hear, and we

16
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have to |

ook at that and see what

t he Board can do about it.

MR, ROGER SM TH.  Sone peopl e here have,

you know,

like in Stone County and Van Buren

County and Searcy County, all are nostly

rural fol ks and, you know, they vote alike

and they think alike, and they have the sane

ki nd of | obs,

and belong to the sane kinds

of churches and they have the same sort of

fam ly activities,

and they have just a |ot

nore in common than they do with people in

Conway or

MR. OLAN REEVES: | ndependence County?

MR, ROGER SM TH. -- you know, or

wher ever,

you know.

MR, OLAN REEVES: Ckay.

MR, ROGER SMTH. | think, you know,

t here has been sone tal k about nmaybe a

district

Count vy,

made out of Searcy and Van Buren

or

as Phil

sai d, Stone and Van

17
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Buren, you know, it would be six of one

and hal f a dozen of the other. The county
woul d be nore united that way, | think

than -- you know, a county this small being
divided up in three districts, it doesn't

make a whole | ot of commbn sense to nost

peopl e.
You know, and | amlike Phillip and
CGeorge, | nean, | know all three of our

State Representatives and, you know, they
are all fine fol ks, nothing agai nst any of
them It is just that, you know, we would

like to have one solid, you know --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay.

MR. ROGER SM TH.  Poor ol d Chaney, he
has got his district that goes just -- it
is really goes all over.

MR, OLAN REEVES: | know, it really
does.

MR ROGER SM TH:  You know. Well

18
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it is just like the Judicial district, the
15th, just south over here, it goes all the
way from Morrilton to Waldron. You know,
t he judge has six courthouses to hear court
in.

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is true. |Is
t here anyt hing el se? Any other coments
or --

MR PHI LLIP ELLIS: What would be an
easy way for us to have the nost input or
i nfl uence, other than --

MR. OLAN REEVES: What you are telling
us right here.

MR, PHI LLIP ELLIS: If we get enough of
us out here and --

MR. OLAN REEVES: This is it.

MR PHILLIP ELLIS: -- if we log onto

the website 5,000 for Van Buren County, is

that the best way?

MR. OLAN REEVES: | can't tell that,

19
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but -- because we are probably the three
people who will actually sit down initially
and start | ooking at the plans, and then
talk to our individual bosses and have

i nput and get back, and that kind of thing.

One thing | do need to nention,
don't know the proper termfor it, | have
lost ny mnd. There is a variance. W --
by law, you can have a district, let's say,
that has 27,200, and a district that has
25,500, let's say. That variance statew de
has to be under ten percent. OCkay?

MR LARRY CRANE: Plus or minus five
percent.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Plus or minus five
percent, because statewide it is ten
percent. Last time it was 9.7, and that
survives court scrutiny. W are going to
try to get that a little closer. But that
makes it tough when we are trying to, you
know, make sure Van Buren and Stone County
get together, and it is right at 26, 000,

and let's say it is not 26,700, it is
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26,300. Wwell, that variance starts adding
up when we go around the state.

That is what makes -- the other part
of our job is the statew de picture we have
to look at, as well, trying to withstand a
court chall enge on what we have done. As
wel | as, | ooking at the Voting Rights Act,
whi ch gives people certain rights that we

have to take into consideration, as well

W will do the best we can. | can't
say we will make everybody happy. W have
about decided that -- everywhere we go,

peopl e say, "Can we have our county together
with this county?" Everybody -- every
pl ace we have been, they have asked that.
At | east we haven't been threatened to be
sued.

MR. LARRY CRANE: Yet.

MR. OLAN REEVES: W have been told,
"W are going to sue you no matter what
you do." So -- but we will do the best we
can to try to make it as fair statew de as
we can. That is really the thing that we
try to do. And Timhas been through two

of these when he worked at the Attorney
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General's office, so he knows kind of how
we have to proceed to make it work out, so
if we do get sued we can withstand the
chal | enge, is the main thing.

MR, ROGER SM TH. Wuld you tell ne --
woul d you gentlenen tell me your names
again? | have m ssed sonme of that.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes. | amsorry. |
am Butch Reeves from the Governor's office.

MR ROGER SMTH. R-E-1-D or R E-E-D?

MR. LARRY CRANE: They are right up
there. (Indicating.)

MR, ROGER SM TH. Ch, Reeves, okay.

MR, OLAN REEVES: dan. |If you called
and asked for dan, | would know you really
didn't know ne.

MR, LARRY CRANE: And | am Larry Crane,
the Attorney Ceneral's office.

MR, OLAN REEVES: This is Larry.

MR. LARRY CRANE: | guess Timis not on

21
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t here.
MR. OLAN REEVES: No.
MR TIM HUMPHRI ES:  Ti m Hunphri es.
MR. OLAN REEVES: Ti m Hunphries works

at Sharon Priest's office, he is her Genera

Counsel . Is that your title, Cenera
Counsel ?

MR, TIM HUWMPHRI ES:  Uh-huh. (Indicated
yes.)

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay. So, if, in the
meantime, you want to send us any nessages,
you can call any or our individual offices,
and |i ke ny phone nunber is right there and
ny E-Mail address is right there on our
website. (Indicating.) |If you want to send
nme sonething or Timsonmething or Larry
sonething, or all of us, if you send it to
this website, you will get all three of us.
You can send it individually if you just

have a particul ar question.

22



16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

Tims role is the Secretary of
State's -- he deals a lot with el ections,
so he talks to a |lot of the Election
Conmi ssi ons and the County Coordi nators and
all of those Cerks, and those kind of
people. So, he knows a | ot of information
about elections that we rely on. But if
you want to get in touch with any of us,
our addresses and phone numnbers are right

there on that web page.

23
And like | say, there will be sone
lag tinme between now and March of not a
ot going on. We will just be waiting for
themto send us the information to | og on.
But after March is when it really wll
pick up for us. Okay.
MR, CGEORGE BRUER: \Well, since you
have a lot to do with el ections, what
are we going to do about getting Arkansas

where peopl e have the right to vote in
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privacy?

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: There has been
a couple of Constitutional anendnents,
proposal s that have been filed in the
| egi slature already that would do that.

It woul d repeal the provision of Anendnent

50 that --
MR, GEORGE BRUER: No. | amnot only
tal king about that. | don't know if you

saw t he thing on Channel 70 here in Van
Buren County, but people vote in places
like this with no partitions, they vote
i n churches where they go in the church
pews and wite on the back of hymals on

their ballots. And it just bothers ne

24
that there is --
MR TIMHUWHRIES: Well, there is
arequirenent in the lawto have a private
space to vote, so that can be enforced.

MR, OLAN REEVES: W thout the
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Constitutional Anmendnent.

MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: Ri ght, yeah.

MR, ROGER SM TH. But nobody does it.
Nobody does it, that is our -- that is what
we are saying. | have lived in Arkansas
for over 30 years, and | have always said
t hat those paper ball ot boxes with those
little old Mckey Muse seals on themare
not secret ballots. And | have been in
this business a long tine, and | have put
400, 000, 000 of those little black two-inch
square stickers on the back of themold
bal |l ots we used to bring up, you know.

MR, TIM HUWPHRI ES: Ri ght.

MR, ROGER SM TH. And they -- and
realize that anybody who wanted to go back
and pull the stubs out and then match the
stub to the ballot, and go back to the
voter registration roll or to the sign-in

roll and see how an individual voted, and
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has taken all of the -- you know, |ike
counting feathers on a chicken one at a
time.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: Right, it is not
an easy thing.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right, but it is like
that --

MR ROCGER SMTH. But it is still not
a secret ballot.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Right.

MR, OLAN REEVES: No, it is not, right.

MR ROGER SM TH.  You know.

MR. OLAN REEVES: But to fix that,
you are going to have to change the
Constitution. And that is the -- in the
| egi sl ature, they are |ooking at changing
t hat .

MR, TIM HUMPHRI ES: There are a couple
of proposals in the legislature to do that.

MR, ROGER SM TH.  Ckay.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: But as far as
privacy in the voting place, | nean, there
is a statute that requires the El ection
Conmi ssion to have private voting spaces

set up.
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MR ROGER SM TH. Well, our Election
Conmi ssion declines to take any stand on it
what soever .

MR, TIM HUWPHRI ES: The only enforcenent
that they could do would be in court.

MR, ROGER SM TH. They refuse to enforce
t hat .

MR, CGEORGE BRUER: So, as long as they
decline, there is nothing can be done about
it?

MR TIMHUWHRIES: W can't order them
to do anyt hing.

MR. GEORGE BRUER Ch, okay.

MR. TIM HUWPHRI ES: There is really no
state official that has the authority to do
that, except a judge.

MR. OLAN REEVES: |If they get sued.

MR TI M HUMPHRI ES:  Yes.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Because as far as
conducting elections, aren't the loca
El ecti on Comm ssi ons an i ndependent body
that is --

MR. ROGER SM TH. They are pretty well

in the driver's seat.
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MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes, they pretty much
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are. Ckay.

MR ROGER SMTH. Gentlenen, this is
JimBurnett, if you don't know him

MR. OLAN REEVES: Jim Burnett.

MR JI M BURNETT: Hell o.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Hello.

MR. LARRY CRANE: Hello.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: H . Does anybody
el se have anyt hi ng?

MR, LARRY CRANE: W were just getting
to the end of the questions, M. Burnett.

MR, JI M BURNETT: Well, are you open
for comments?

MR. LARRY CRANE: W are open for any
comments you would |ike to make.

MR JI M BURNETT: Well, okay.
appreci ate the opportunity to be here.
had -- | wound up with two appoi ntnents

at 4:00 o'clock, so it took ne sone doings
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to get around to get here, and | amsorry
| am | ate.

First, | want to say that | am --
Chaney Taylor is our State Representative,
and | amvery pleased with ny State

Representative, we are proud of him and

woul dn't mind at all seeing himcontinue
to be ny State Representative. But |
certainly don't want to see a continuation
of the policy of having these m sshapen
and ridiculously large and effectively
nonconti guous Legislative districts we
have.

And the districts that are -- that
Van Buren County is carved into are sone
of the nbst outrageous representations of
that practice. And | would point out to
you, if you haven't noticed, that the House

districts in which Van Buren County is

di vided run, you know, one county away from
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M ssouri and one county away from Okl ahoma
al nost to Newport.

So, the districts, which our little
county is split into, run diagonally nore
than hal fway across the state, or at |east
hal fway across the state. O the district
that we are currently in, Chaney Taylor's
district, is only contiguous in the sense
that there are dirt roads that |ink one part
of it to another one, but no one woul d

undertake to go fromone corner of it into

29
anot her and actually try to stay in the
district. It would be --

MR, OLAN REEVES: Wuldn't be safe?

MR JI M BURNETT: Well, it would be
probably a dangerous thing to do, you would
probably have to ford some creeks. And it
is -- and then, to point out that this
was done in order to protect sone powerful

i ncumbents frompolitical conpetition. It
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is a travesty of the function that the Board

of Apportionnent

And if,

in fact,

t he Board woul d fol |l ow

a policy of only splitting counties when

it is necessary because of their size,

only splitting cities when it

m ni m zing the amount of divisions that

you have within counties and cities,

woul dn't have to worry about too rmuch

ger rymanderi ng,

political boundaries wll

because the traditiona

dictate pretty

much there the course of the districts.

And we won't

fromeither side,

parti san-wi se,

once you adopt a policy like that,

have to worry about it

and if

you

m nimze the kind of disruption you are

t hey

going to have fromthe State Legislature,

because they

of it, and there won't

that you will

can al

ei t her

i s supposed to carry out.

i s necessary,

recogni ze the w sdom

have to either

gore

be many opportunities
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them or help them

So, it is -- 1 think it is the attitude
that the Board of Apportionnent adopts when
it starts its work, and the inportance of
adopting an attitude of trying to respect
the traditional boundaries in so far as
possi ble. And we know that the courts do
give latitude on population distribution
a greater deal of latitude when traditiona
boundari es are foll owed.

And | just want you to understand that
our particular situation is one of the nobst
egregi ous exanples of that. Although, |
think they exist all across the state. O
course, the State Senate situation is not
as bad, and | have no particular coments
on that, one way or the other, it is just
however the boundaries cone out in order
to keep our county whole in a district that
is as conpact as possible. Thank you.

MR. LARRY CRANE: Now, if you have
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any questions, we will be glad to answers
t hose, too.

MR JI M BURNETT: Well, | don't. |
realize this is a conplicated nmathenatica
problem and it doesn't have to be a
conplicated political problem But one
of the advantages of -- and | didn't vote
for termlimts, and it has been a very
nm xed bl essi ng, perhaps nore bl essings
than | had anti ci pated.

But one of the advantages of it is,
it does give the Board of Apportionnment an
opportunity to regul arize these districts
on a conceptionally sound basis --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR, JI M BURNETT: -- rather than just
responding to the interests of powerful
legislators. And | certainly hope that
we will see you take the opportunity to do
it.

MR, OLAN REEVES: Two of the things
you said are two of the criteria that the
Suprenme Court has said we | ook at,
conpact ness and conti guousness, if that

is awrd. But those are two things that

31
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we can take into consideration and shoul d
take into consideration. And | think we
are going to do our -- we will do our best.
W really will, we will do our best.

That is why the comments, when we
cone back the next tinme, are really going
to be as inportant as anything, once you
have seen the draft proposals, what you
i ke and don't |ike about it. W need to
hear those things, "These conmunities don't
have anything in common, why did you put
themin this same district?" Those are the
conments that are really, | think, going
to be hel pful when you see it. If you want
to tell us that in advance, that would be
hel pful, too, like you are doi ng today.
Anybody el se?

MR JIMBURNETT: | wll point out
further that this map here you have of
our -- you know, you can't even get us al
on the nap. One of our districts runs off

the map, doesn't it?
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MR. OLAN REEVES: That is true. That
is true.

MR, LARRY CRANE: We coul d have adjusted

33
the scal e and done that.

MR, OLAN REEVES: That is true

MR, LARRY CRANE: Just for the record,
we coul d have done it.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Well, thank you al
for com ng, and hope to see you all in June
or early July, hopefully June of next year
Thank you all

(WHEREUPQN, at 4:33 p.m, the
proceedi ngs were concl uded.)

___0___
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STATE OF ARKANSAS )
COUNTY OF PULASKI ) >

|, DONNA KAYE PETRE, Certified Court
Reporter and notary public in and for the County of
Pul aski, State of Arkansas, duly conm ssioned and
acting, do hereby certify that the above-entitled
proceedi ngs were taken by ne in Stenotype, and were
thereafter reduced to print by neans of conputer-assisted
transcription, and the sane truly, and
correctly reflects the proceedi ngs had.

WHEREFORE, | have subscribed ny
signature and affixed ny notarial seal as such notary
public at the City of Little Rock, County of Pul aski

State of Arkansas, this the 17th day of January, 2001.

DONNA KAYE PETRE, CCR
NOTARY PUBLIC I N AND FOR
PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS
LS CERTI FI CATE #125

My Conmi ssi on Expires:

August 4, 2010.
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